U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 

FHeMo. 19Q-LA-226800 


Ernie Lazar 

Post Office Box 423434 

San Francisco, California 94142-3434 

Re: John George Schmitz 


11000 Wilshire Blvd, #1700 
Los Angeles, California 90024 
July 25, 2001 
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Dear Mr. Lazar: 


Reference is made to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, dated 
February 19, 2001. 

The enclosed material is from the main investigative file concerning the subject of your 
request. This file consists of 52 pages of which 22 pages are being released. Excisions have been made 
pursuant to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 (b)(7)(C). See Form OPCA 16a enclosed, for an 
explanation of this exemption. Notations have been made in the margins of the enclosed pages. 

Where pages have been withheld in their entirety, a deleted page information sheet has been substituted 
showing the reason for the deletion. 

If you desire, you may submit an appeal from any denial contained herein. Appeals should 
be directed in writing to the Co-Director, Office of Information and Privacy. United States Department of 
Justice, Flag Building, Suite 570, Washington, D.C. 20530, within sixty days from receipt of this letter. The 
envelope and the letter should be clearly marked" Freedom of Information Appeal" or "Information Appeal." 
Please cite the name of the office to which your original request was directed. 

Sincerely yours, 


RONALD L. IDEN 

Acting Assistant Director in Charge 


By Luo 6 . FtcJUZb, 

LUIS G. FLORES 
Chief Division Counsel 
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Acting Director, Federal Bureau 
■ qf Investigation 


FROM 


Henry E. Petersen 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 


subject: Unknown Sub 
Schmitz andl 


aign Practics; Congressman John 
Victims; 18iJ.S.C.~612. 


hereto is a copy of a publiation that was 
allegedly distributed in Orange County, Calibrnia, in connection 
with the 1972 primarv contest for the* Repuiican nomination to 
Congress from the 35th District of Califorri. It was forwarded 
to this Division by Congressman John Schmiz,' the incumbent 
Congressman from this District who lost hisprimary contest • 
to Congressman-Elect Andrew Hinshaw. v 

I .a <• ' # 

Congressman Schmitz has informed :kt in his view this, 
publication jwas distributed by Hinshaw, or ir Hinshaw's cam¬ 
paign staff, in an effort to discredit both Caraway (a third 
candidate in the aforementioned primary eledon contest) and 
Schmitz. y In this regard, Schmitz has ’intoned that this 
publication was mailed from the Tustin, Caifornia, post 
office, which is Schmitz’ local address, ailzedlv so‘as to 
'make it appear that he was'responsible for.ts "distribution. 
Should it develop that any of the allegations contained in this 
publication-are hot true, * violations of IS U.iC. 612 might be 
involved.- • • - 

Accordingly, in order to assist this~5ivision determine 
whether any such ’violations may have occured, the Bureau is 

and voter registration records. “ 
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In addition, Congressman Schmitz has expressed a desire 
to give a formal statement to the Bureau concerning this and 
other related matters; and the Bureau is therefore requested 
to have an agent take Congressman Schmitz’ statement. The 
' Congressman has advised that he may be reached during the 
next f ew weeks i n Milwaukee^Wisconsin, either at the home 
' (telep honeJ ^^BBM^W or at the home of 
telephone 




only. 


This should be considered as a preliminary investigation 


Attachment 
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Airtel 


plaintext or codel 


TO: sag* Los Angeles '& Baltimore 

Acting 

From: Director, FBI 


UNSUBS; 

JOH^SC 

00: LA 




[CTIMS; 



1/4/73 



Enclosed are two copies of a self-explanatory Departmental letter dated 12/29/72, 

with enclosure. 

Complete the requested investigation in accordance with the provisions of Section 35, 
Volume II * Manual of Instructions, and surep within 14 

days of the receipt of this communication. —-* 

State in the first paragraph of the details of your report that it contains the results 
of a pOf limited investigation and underscore the word 33 limited 

1 | preliminary f \ preliminary 

Advise {^3 all persons interviewed 

ESt appropriate officials at the outset that this investigation is being conducted 
at the specific request of the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the OflXiiJ&ngkUe Division, 

U. S. Department of Justice, referring to him by name as well as title. Criminal 

Bufiles self-proclaimed mem] 

of the John Birch Society and was the American Independent Party 
candidate for President in the 1972 general election. 


Enc. 




(Do not type below this line.) 





1/15/73 


AIRTEL 


To: 

From: 

Subject: 


ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI 






SAC, BALTIMORE (56-153) -P- 

iwm 



CTIMS 




lection Laws 
00: LOS ANGELES 


\ 


1/4/73. 


Re Bureau alrtel to Los Angele3 and Baltimore, 




orraer Con gressman. JOHN SCHMITZ, 
during week of 1/8/73, 
met with negative results, nr. ^ntuxZ telephonically 
contacted early morning of 1/15/73 and advised he would be 
out of town until afternoon of 1/20/73. 



Baltimore will contact Mr. SCHMITZ upon his return 
on 1/20/73 and handle investigation as set forth in re 
airtel. 


r • 



ureau 
s Angeles 
2-Baltimore 
MDM:rlc 
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FEDERAL BUREAU 

OF SNVE 

_ jr 

^StiGATION 

reporting office 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

LOS ANGELES 

LOS ANGELES 

ilEESeHi 

1/8/73 - l/H/73 


TITLE OF CASE 
UNSUBS; 



ICTIMS 

bit. 


REP/JRT MADE BY 


CHAR 





TYPED BY 

Inrw 


EL 


REFERENCE : Bureau airtel to Los Angeles 3 dated 1/4/73. 

- P - 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

UACB, Los Angeles will administratively close this case 
upon receipt of interview of JOHN SCHMITZ from Baltimore. 

The prior case referred to in this report concerning 
SCHMiTZ is Los Angeles file 56-179, Bureau file 56-4444. 



oro : •v/l-iin.szt 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy tO: 


1 - USA, Los Angeles 


Report of: 

Dote; 

Field Office File #: 
Title: 



Choroctec 


UNKNOW SUBJECTS; 
JOHN SCHMITZ 


ELECTION LAWS 


VICTIMS 


Office: Los Angeles, California 


Bureau File 




Synopsis: 


Investigation requested by the Department 
of Justice letter, dated 12/29/72. Review 
of court records disclose filed 

for bankruptcy, 3 / 26 / 65 . 



\ T* ^ 



10/26/64. Records of Ora..^ 
County Reg^^jar of Voter's Office dis- 
clooed^m^. registered as a Democrat 
in ;he past. Copy of court records set 
f or;h. 


- P - 


DETAILS 


This is a limited investigation. 

This investigation was instituted upon receipt of 
a letter from the United States Department of Justice, dated 
December 29, 1972. 


Thii document contains neither rcco nmendations nor conclusions of the FBI.- It is the pro >crty of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and it. contents 
are not to be distributed outside yjur agency. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 O - ;0«*8<0 
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LA 56-196 


A review of the files of.the Los Angeles Division 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation disclosed that a memor¬ 
andum was furnished to the United States Attorney's Office on 
July 19, 1972, entitled "UNSU3S, CONSPIRACY TO DEFEAT CALIF¬ 
ORNIA CONGRESSMAN, JOHN G. SCHMITZ, PRIMARY ELECTION, JUNE 6, 
1972,—ELECTION that SCHMITZ * 


and their iftr' 

e united states attorne^^^ff^: ep r ' 1 —* 
Los Angeles, on July 14, 1972. At this time, theflH|^W 
family claimed they had psychic powers, which tol^tnei^tnat 
ballot boxes v ere allegedly hidden away in three locations in 


Orange County, California. These ballot boxes allegedly held 
ballots which were not counted in the June 6, 1972 election; 
and consequently SCHMITZ lost the election. 
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LEFT MARGIN.) 


0-9 (Rev. 5-18-71) 


Transmit in_ ** ' _ Via AIRTEL 

(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 




! (Rev. 1*7-72) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

DATE 

investigative period 

BALTIMORE 

LOS ANGELES 

1/26/73 

1/22/73 


TITLE OF CASE 


REPORT MADE BY 


TYPED BY 




AR-INFORMATION CONCERNING POSSIBLI 
ORGANIZED CRIME IN ORANGE COUNTY, 
CALIFORNIA 


REFERENCES : 

Bureau airtel to Los Angeles and Baltimore, 1/4/73. 
Baltimore airtel to the Bureau, 1/15/73. 

- RUC - 


ADMINISTRATIVE DATA : 

Extra copies of this report being designated for the Bureau in view 
of fact that information furnished by former Congressman JOHN SCHMITZ 
dealt primarily with alleged activities of Organized Crime in operation 
of counLy government of Orange County, California. Character of 
"Anti-Racketeering (AR) - Information Concerning Possible Organized 
Crime in Orange County, California" has been added since information 
furnished by SCHMITZ dealt primarily with this matter. 
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BA 56-153 


Because of the non-specific nature of the information furnished 
by SCHMITZ and the lack of time due to a luncheon engagement of 
SCHMITZ, no signed statement obtained. 

All persons interviewed were advised at the outset that this 
investigation was being conducted at the specific request of Mr. HENRY 
E. PETERSEN, Assistant Attorney General in charge of the Criminal 
Division, United States Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. 

Leads concerning information furnished by former Congressman 
SCHMITZ being left to discretion of Office of Origin as Baltimore 
feels Los Angeles more aware of situation in Orange County, California 
and can more effectively evaluate information and conduct necessary 
investigation. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy lo: 


Report of: 
Dole; 


Field Office File #; 
Title: 


1 - United States Attorney, Los Angeles 
SA BALTIMORE 


56-153 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 


Bureau File #: 



- VICTIMS 


Choracter 


Synopsis: 


ELECTION LAWS; ANTI-RACKETEERING - INFORMATION 
CONCERNING POSSIBLE ORGANIZED CRIME IN ORANGE COUNTY, 
CALIFORNIA 

Former U.S. Congressman JOHN SCHMITZ interviewed and 
alleged violation of Election Laws occurred during primary 
contest for the Republican nomination to Congress from the 39th 
District of California. A political circular entitled, 

"Republican Truth Squad Report No. 43C" was published and distributee 
in areas of 39th District. This circular did not identify the 
party responsible for the publication or distribution of it and 
thus, he believed, this constituted a violation of T. 18, USC, 

Section 612. SCHMITZ claimed the mode of distribution of the 
circular made it appear that he was responsible for its 
publication and distribution. SCHMITZ‘s belief was that circular 
was distributed by Congressman - Elect ANDREW HINSHAW or HINSHAW's 
campaign staff in an effort to discredit'him (SCHMITZ) and the 
third candidate. SCHMITZ furnished additional information 
alleging his opponent's campaign was financed through secret 
administration funds and Organized Crime. SCHMITZ alleged 
Organized Crime taking over local government in Orange County, 
California, and furnished names were 

Crime. 

'phonetic) identif^c^O}^sCH^R^rs 12 l'-- 

ocal men tied to Organized Crime in Orange County, California. 



- RUC - 


DETAILS; 


This report contains the results of a limited 
investigation. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your BRcncy; it nnd its contents 
nre not lo be distiibuted outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dal® ol Ironscription 


1/26/73 


Mr. JOHN SCHMITZ, former United States Congressman 

from the 39t 
home located 
He furnished 

In June, 1972,- he was involved in a primary contest 
for the Republican nomination to Congress from the 39th District of 
California. He was the incumbent Congressman from that District. 
Three other persons sought the nomination, but only two, 

EARL H. CARRAWAY and ANDREW H I1JSIIAW. a ctively campaigned for the 
nomination. IIINSHAW won the "nomination. Mr. SCHMITZ advised 
he requested a recount because of the closeness of the election, 
but the recount just reaffirmed HINSHAW's victory. 

However, he believed a circular distributed in 
certain areas of the 39th District of California aided HINSHAW's 
victory. This circular entitled, "Republican Truth Squad 
Report Number 43C" dealt with EARL H. CARRAWAY. A copy of the 
circular follows: 



A 




interviewed M 1/22/73 _ Bethesda, Maryland 


BA 56-153 


by. 


SA 

SA 


I ana 
'jR./dlk 


V\^ 

Thi* document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
It ond Us contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 


Dote dictated, 


1/23/73 


It Is the properly of the FBI ond Is loaned to your ogency; 


V- 
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BA 56-153 
- 2 - 

Mr. SCHMITZ pointed out that the preceeding 
circular did not identify the party responsible for the 
publication or distribution of the circular. Since the circular 
was published and distributed anonymously, he believed, the party 
responsible for it had violated the provisions of Title 18, 

United States Code, Section 612. The circular was mailed from 
the Tustin, California post office. Tustin is a small city 
in Orange County, California. In his eight years in public 
office he was always identified with Tustin. SCHMITZ was the 
only candidate with a campaign office in Tustin. Mr. SCHMITZ's 
belief was that the circular was distributed by HlNSHAW or 
HINSHAW's campaign staff in an effort to discredit both CARRAWAY 
and himself. The mailing of the circular from Tustin was to 
make it appear that he was responsible for its distribution. The 
circular was only distributed to areas of the District where CARRAWAY 
was strong; When the circular originally appeared he filed a 
complaint with the Tustin Police Department and the matter was 
referred to the local District Attorney for investigation. The 
investigation was handled by a woman attorney in the District 
Attorney's Office of Orange County, California. He believed 
that comparisons of other campaign material published by HINSHAW's 
staff with the circular did not prove conclusively that they 
were prepared with the same typewriter. 

I 

Mr. SCHMITZ described himself as a maverick 
Republican. He was quite sure that the Administration wanted 
him defeated in the primary election. However, since his 
defeat in the primary election he has come to believe that 
both the Administration and Organized Crime financed HINSHAW's 
campaign. As far as the financial reports submitted by HINSHAW, 
he believed, much more was spent than was reported. HINSHAW 
had people constantly answering telephones as part of his 
campaign and SDHMITZ never saw any report concerning the cost 
of this procedure. 

SCHMITZ believed money from the Administration ' 
^^£|^Uaj^ipSHAW 1 s campaign through the activities of 

political friend of President NIXON's who 
influential in California. A large contribution 
from the Hitt and Cleary Public Relations Association in Orange 
County was probably Administration money 
came from the private funds in the safe 
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BA 56-153 




SCHMITZ identified two close friends, who were 
very rich and strong backers of him in the past as possible 
sources to back up his belief that OrganizedCrime was 
taking over Orange County, California. r iends cou ld be 

classifi ed as political playboys. The first wasj 

.was a former Marine Officer who lived in wewpori 
be reached through telephone number 
:ould be described as eccentric in a 

f is convinced Organized Crime is 
taking over Orange Couf^^^^^^^ornia. He has long files 
on all important persons and activities in Orange County, 
California. 


The second person was_ 

his District Manager in the campaign, 
resides in Newport Beac 
^n^^^^^rive, telephone 

W group perso_ 

mentioned to^^^^^V that he _wa 
his information on Orgaff^Sa Crime, 

to notify the FBI because he believ _ 

Organized Crime and such a disclosure cou 





was 

is very rich and 
office on 
was involved with 
era well. When 
i.ng to the FBI with 
vised him not 
was really in with 
be very dangerous. 


1973, 


Mr. SCHMITZ advised that he was moving back to 
Orange County and should l^^^^^^Jiom^thereb^Januar^2^^^ 

would be at J V 

■ SCHMITZ has ar^of^S^e^^W^cangou^Dr!^^^^^^ 
Su^^Newport Beach, California, telephone 714-979-4352. 

His office secretary should be able to contact him at all times. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dale at transcription. 


1/26/73 


ares Cone 


Mr. JOHN SCHMITZ, former United Stares Congressman 
from the 39th Cali-£o£J3J-a-^_izas_Jjyterviewed a t his 

home at 

He furnished the 


In June, 1972, he was involved in a primary contest 
for the Republican nomination to Congress from the 39th District o 
California. He was the incumbent Congressman from that District. 
Three other persons sought the nomination, but only two, 

EARL H. CARRAWAY and ANDREW HINSHAW, actively campaigned for the 
nomination. HINSHAW won the nomination. Mr. SCHMITZ advised 
he requested a recount because of the closeness of the election, 
but the recount just reaffirmed HINSHAW's victory. 


However, he believed a circular distributed in 
certain areas of the 39th District of California aided HINSHAW's 
victory. This circular entitled, "Republican Truth Squad 
Report Number 43C" dealt with EARL H. CARRAWAY. A copy of the 
circular follows: 
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Mr. SCHMITZ pointed out that the preceeding 
circular did not identify the party responsible for the 
publication or distribution of the circular. Since the circular 
was published and distributed anonymously, he believed, the party 
responsible for it had violated the provisions of Title 18, 

United States Code, Section 612. The circular was mailed from 
the Tustin, California post office. Tustin is a small city 
in Orange County, California. In his eight years in public 
office he was always identified with Tustin. SCHMITZ was the 
only candidate with a campaign office in Tustin. Mr. SCHMITZ's 
belief was that the circular was distributed by HINSHAW or 
HINSHAW's campaign staff in an effort to discredit both CARRAWAY 
and himself. The mailing of the circular from Tustin was to 
make it appear that he was responsible for its distribution. The 
circular was only distributed to areas of the District where CARRAW 
was strong. When the circular originally appeared he filed a 
complaint with the Tustin Police Department and the matter was 
referred to the local District Attorney for investigation. The 
investigation was handled by a woman attorney in the District 
Attorney's Office of Orange County, California. He believed 
that comparisons of other campaign material published by HINSHAW's 
staff with the circular did not prove conclusively that they 
were prepared with the same typewriter. 

Mr. SCHMITZ described himself as a maverick 
Republican. He was quite sure that the Administration wanted 
him defeated in the primary election. However, since his 
defeat in the primary election he has come to believe that 
both the Administration and Organized Crime financed HINSHAW's 
campaign. As far as the financial reports submitted by HINSHAW, 
he believed, much more was spent than was reported. HINSHAW 
had people constantly answering telephones as part of his 
campaign and SDHMITZ never saw any report concerning the cost 
of this procedure. 


SCHMITZ believed money from the Administration was 
d into HI NSHAW's campaign through the activities of 

a political friend of President NIXON's who was 
influential in California. A large contribution 
from the Hitt and Cleary Public Relations Association in Orange 
County was probably Administration money. This mn npv nrnhahl 
came from the private funds in the safe of 
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After the election HINSHAW filed a financial report 
showing a $52,000 deficit. A dinner to help pay off this 
deficit was sponsored by "The Doctor's Committee" in 
Orange County, California. This caused SCHMITZ to wonder 
who really financed HINSHAW's campaign. To understand the 
whole situation in Orange County, California, one must understand t 
Orange County is undergoing great and rapid development. The count 
is changing from its agricultural background to a county with 
great industrial potential. The "Irvine Ranch" is the greatest 
piece of valuable realty and this ranee probably encompasses one 
quarter of the county. The people, who controlled the development 
of the land, could make millions. A Board of Supervisors composed 
of five men runs the county government. Therefore, control of 
the Board of Supervisors of Orange County, California, would be 
a position enabling one to acquire great wealth and power. In 
the last few years there has been three upset elections 
involving the Five-Man Board of Directors. The victors all had the 
same political machine behind them and their campaigns were all rur 
the same way. The campaigns were mail campaigns utilizing a 
seven-piece mailer. The supervisors are nonpartisan and 
therefore it seemed strange that the victorious supervisors all 
utilized the same type campaign. SCHMITZ also noted that 
HINSHAW utilized this same type mail campaign. 


The fact that HINSHAW's "Get-Well Dinner" was 
sponsored by "The Doctor's Committee" really started him thinking. 
He began to realize that Organized Crime was really behind the 
political power taking over control of Orange County, 

power behind "The Doctor's Committee" was 
who has his office in a medical building 
across irom tne tivic Center in Santa Ana, California. The 
Civic Center is the political headquarters for governmental 
activitie^^^Oranq^County, California. It seemed strange to 
him thatMHHfoffice would be right across the street 
from the^^^^^^^ffler where it would be extremely harc^foi^^^^_ 
patients to find parking. Also, for a medic a^docto^^jM^MM^ 
•practice was suppose to be extremely small. 

were very political for a doctor. SCHMITZ bSS^^K^^M^^was the 
main force behind "The Doctor's Committee", which ha^con^ributed 
lots of money to the campaigns of the victorious members 
Board of Supervisors in Orange County. SCHMITZ noted that^^H^ 
was of Italian extraction^^xlynight also indicate Organizec^^^* 
Crime ^SjCfflUTZ described H^^^^as a white male about 50 years 
old. f^^^^Bdescribed as a^very unemotional person. 
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